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Cold water thrown against the abdomen, or the application of
the cold wet hand, will produce a similar effect. In the cow,
smart compression of the abdomen with the closed fist at the
part just indicated, so as to push the uterus and allow it to
return with a little force, when it may be felt as a firm
voluminous mass, will prove successful in ascertaining the
presence of the foetus when the application of the flat hand
will fail. This is best carried out when there is not much
food in the alimentary canal. At a more advanced period the
movements of the foetus can be easily remarked on the
abdominal wall. They are especially energetic, even con-
vulsive, immediately before abortion at a late portion of
gestation. The absence of these movements is not quite
conclusive, and the examination should be carried out several
times in doubtful cases.
To distinguish pregnancy from ascites, one observes that the
uterine tumour is firm, hard, elastic, and defined, whereas in
ascites the swelling is not defined, there is no repercussion
on compression at the flank, and the feel is not firm or elastic.
In addition, fluctuation can be made out on palpation in
ascites. In tympanites, also, the swelling of the abdomen is
tense, and resonant on percussion.
Rectal exploration is also a valuable aid to diagnosis of
pregnancy, but can only be successfully carried out in the
larger animals, because in the bitch and cat one cannot reach
far enough forward to manipulate the cornua. In the large
domestic animals the diagnosis of pregnancy by rectal
examination can be made with certainty at and after the third
month. For this examination the hand and arm, lubricated
with soap, oil, or vaseline, are carefully introduced into the
rectum to beyond the brim of the pubis, the hand is opened,
and the palm directed downwards towards the floor of the
abdomen. In the cow evidence suggesting pregnancy can be
got in this way from the sixth week onwards. The horns of the
uterus are asymmetrical, the one in which the foetus develops is
enlarged, appears to contain fluid and fluctuates on palpation,
and the uterine wall appears thin. After the third month, the
form of the foetus, the head or other part, may be felt through
the uterus and the foetal coverings, and it is possible to displace
it. The uterine cotyledons can readily be discovered in the